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E Z Moſt Dr cadful Fir © | | 
| IBEDMINSTER 
[DORSET SHIRE 


Which happened on Saturday Fune the 28th. 1684. and burnt 
toche Ground the Market-Houle , and an bundred and ten 
houſes more, to the great Terror of the Inhabitants, and the 

lo(s of five or fix thouland pound-*, 


Should have given the expecting World a more early Account of this 
dreadful Fire, but that the diſtance of that place from Lozdoz, would 
not grve me the opportunity of ſo certain and punCtval Intelligence 

# defired' rhe faithfulneſs of this Relation ſhould preſent the. Reader with- 
all, and the marter it ſelf deſerves; conſidering the dreadful Circumſtances- 
which commonly attend ſuch ſudden 'Conflagraticns, of which we have of 

hte years had ſeveral unhappy Inſtances both in our own Country of 
Enland, and from remoter parts beyond the Seas,- where the inclemency 
ofthat Tyrannical Element has nſurpt upon the faireſt fabricks,- and bu« 

riedthe moſt Noble Struftures in Ruin and Deſolation: | © * I. 
'Bedminfttr was a fair Market-Town in Dorſerſhire; diſtant about an hun- 
fred and ten miles from Eondon, from Bredport-in the fame County: four, 
Miles, and from Crosthorn in Sommerſetſhire five Miles. This Town in the 

lte Rebellious Wars was remarkable for the Eminent and unſhaken Loy- 

alty of the Inhiahitants; who with what oppoſition;they-were able to make, 

fuſing to quarter ſome part of 0//ver's Army, the Souldiers moſt barbar- 

vully abuied their Wives and Children, rifled and plunder'd their Goods, 

mpriſoned the Inhabitants, fet fire'to their Houſes and layd the greateſt 

I Patof the Town in Aſhes. Such are the common miſchiets of Civil-wars, 

- I i which this Town hadits full proportion, of miſery.and diſtreſs. _ 
On Szturday, which was the 28th. of Fuze Taft, between the hours of 
threeand four inthe Afternoon the wind blowing high at North-FWeſf, or 
by North, a fire broke out at a K/lz in' a Farmers Yard,” where they were 


Myingof Malt, by the careleſneſs of the Kz/a-Keeper, whole _—_—_— 
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f2id to have'been the ſole occaſion of this diſmal Accident - the Kla bein 
tharch'd and the Wind violent, it ſudcenly got the maſtery of it, and fr'q 
Il the adjacent Houſes which were all thatch'd and with the late great 
drought dry*d to tinder, that the flames ran a;ong like Wild-tire, and-:met 
with nothing that could withſtand their im petuous” Violence. The fage 
of this unmerciful Element at laſt ſeized the Mas ket-Houſe , which it Pre= 
icatly conſumed ; notwithſtanding all their Endeavours to preſerve the 
ſame to the great diſcouragement ot the trembling ſpeCtators, vho wereall | 
m ſo great a ſurprize and conſternation, that they had ſcarce ſenſe enough 
left to ſecure themſelves ftrem the ravenous Conqueſt of theſe cevouring: 
Flames. As foon as the Mayket- Houſe was down, it began it's Circleround 
tie N-ighbouring Houſes, and burnt to the Ground; an hundred and ten 
Pw2:';ng-Houſes, beſides Barns, Stables and Out- Houſes, and had certainly 
con'umed the wick Town, it by the great mercy of God and indefatigable 
/rciuftiy and Labour of the Inhabitants and their Charitable Friends who 
e1ne in other Aſſiſtance, it had not been ſtop'd, which the Wind abating 
o*:t5 former fucy was more cafily accompliſhed. Several of the moſt con-' 
:iiereble 14s were burnt, with al the goods, ſhops andihouſes, of ſome of 
the moſt Tubſtaritial Trades-men: for fo fierce was the Torrent of the in« 
raged 5/4 5, wat tho they had day-light before them, they con/d ſave very 
{'-/« {ther Goods ; which had it happened in the dead of Night, had cers 
tz 5. Furnt down the whole Town and occaſioned the death of ſeveral of 
the poot Ir hebitants, who muſt queſtionleſs have ſuffered 1n the fire, or. 
cen buried in the Ruins, but falling out as it did in the Afternoon, notany 
were [oft to the fire, tho {ſeveral were much hurt endeavouring to ftop its 
raze, and fave what Goods they could irom its ſudden Fury : It began near 
the Church, which tanding at a little diſtance from the Houſes at the eng 
f the Town, and the Winds carrying the Flames from it, received no de. 
mage, wiuch elſe from the violence of the fire would have ſuffered in 
. the ſame miſerable and deplorable Calamity. Diftreſs and trouble are: 
ſaid ro come {ike a Whirle-Wind not to be foreſeen or prevented, 
and the ſame perſons who thought themſelves happy in the enjoyment of, 
what their Good Husbandry had ſtored, in three kours ſaw all loſt, and: 
themſelves theunhappy Objets. ofkcommon Charity. _.” 
The loſs of the whole is computed to amount to five or fix thouſand . 
uds, which will be the Ruin of ſeveral honeſt Traders and others, if nof 


releived by ſome Kind and Chriſtian Benevolence. 
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